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Purpose
This policy ensures Holon Foundation's compliance with IRS limitations on lobbying activities by 501(c)(3) organizations. It distinguishes between permissible advocacy and restricted lobbying, and establishes procedures for monitoring and reporting lobbying expenditures.
Definitions
1. Lobbying: Attempting to influence legislation through communication with legislators or their staff (direct lobbying) or through communication with the public urging them to contact legislators (grassroots lobbying). Includes federal, state, and local legislation.
1. Advocacy: Educating the public and policymakers about issues relevant to the Foundation's mission. Advocacy is generally permissible and includes research, public education, and responding to requests from legislative bodies.
Permissible Activities
1. Nonpartisan public education about conservation issues
1. Publishing research and analysis on environmental policy (without a call to action on specific legislation)
1. Responding to written requests from legislative bodies for technical expertise
1. Making available the results of nonpartisan analysis, study, or research
1. Self-defense communications regarding legislation that would affect the Foundation's existence, powers, or tax-exempt status
1. Discussions of broad social, economic, and environmental issues even if related to pending legislation, provided no specific legislation is referenced
Restricted Activities
1. Directly contacting legislators to advocate for or against specific legislation without board authorization
1. Organizing campaigns urging the public to contact legislators about specific bills
1. Making contributions to political campaigns or candidates
1. Endorsing or opposing candidates for public office
1. Conducting voter registration drives with partisan intent
Expenditure Limits
Under the 501(h) election (if made), lobbying expenditures are limited to:
1. Total lobbying: 20% of the first $500,000 of exempt purpose expenditures, with declining percentages on higher amounts, up to $1,000,000 maximum
1. Grassroots lobbying: 25% of the total lobbying limit
If Holon Foundation has not made the 501(h) election, the "insubstantial part" test applies, generally interpreted as no more than 5% of total activities.
Monitoring and Reporting
1. All staff and board members report potential lobbying activities to the Executive Director before engaging.
1. The Executive Director tracks lobbying expenditures and reports to the Finance Committee quarterly.
1. Lobbying activities and expenditures are reported on Schedule C of Form 990.
1. The Governance Committee reviews this policy annually and recommends whether to make or maintain the 501(h) election.
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